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EDITOR'S NOTES

Hope you enjoy the August Newsletter.

Yowah Opal Festival is done for another year. Next we have
the State Show in September.

If you have an article, or a show you wish to advertise in
future newsletters, please send them in.

ADDRESSES
for the Gem & Lapidary Council NSW

Website : http://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/
The website has links to the secretary, editor & webmaster

Online edition of the newsletter is in colour.
Post : Gem & Lapidary Council NSW, PO Box 188, Orange NSW, 2800

Meeting rooms: Parramatta-Holroyd Lapidary Club,
73 Fullagar Rd, Wentworthville, NSW

DEADLIINES:

Fourth Friday of the month—a few days grace is allowed.
CONTACT THE G&L EDITOR TO INCLUDE YOUR CLUB'S NEWS
editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au

ADVERTISING RATES
per G&L News edition
(NB: printed in black & white)

Full page-$40 1/2 page-$25 1/4 page - 520
Please send payment with advertising booking and copy

Disclaimer:

Opinions expressed are those of the original authors and do not necessarily re-
flect those of the Editor, Gem & Lapidary Council, or its members. Persons acting
on any opinion, advice, fact or advertisement published in this issue does so at

their own risk.
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Message from the President

The State Gem and Mineral Show is fast approaching, and your entries will be
judged on 5t September 2026 at the Parramatta/Holroyd Lapidary Club.

Mick Lane will be attending the judging session and will be available to do electrical
tagging of the judge’s equipment if required.

We are moving into the busy time of the year with many Clubs holding competi-
tions and having Club shows. The judges have all been allocated for all these com-
petitions.

GEMBOREE 2028 while still in planning mode the GEMBOREE Booklet is well and
truly started. The Gem Council will be approaching the NSW clubs to see if they can
assist in any way. While the council is busy now it is at the GEMBOREE we will need
many hands-on deck to help. Please make contact if you and your Club can help.

Barbara J Try OAM
President
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Minutes of the COMMITTEE MEETING of 22nd July 2026
Held at Parramatta Holroyd Club Fullagar Rd Wentworthville
The meeting was opened at 1:00pm by President Barbara Try (Northern Districts) who welcomed dele-
gates from the following clubs: Central Coast (Tony Try), Blue Mountain (Mick Lane), AFG (Paul Sabolta)
Western Suburbs (Marcia Hill & Ainsley Flynn) Blaxland (Robert Neale) lllawarra (Joan Zealey) Parramat-
ta/Holroyd (Martin Stoeckle); Apologies: Orange (Kathy Selwood) Bathurst (Robert Porter), Goulburn
(Sue & Joe O Neil). Moved: Blaxland seconded Parramatta/Holroyd that apologies be accepted
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 24t June 2026
Moved AFG, seconded Western Suburbs that minutes be accepted.
Business Arising: Nil
Correspondence: See attached list.
Business Arising from correspondence  Nil
Moved: lllawarra seconded Central Coast that Inward Correspondence be received, Outward Corre-
spondence be endorsed and business arising be approved.
Reports:

Treasurer’s Report: Moved Northern Districts seconded Blue Mountains that the report be accepted
J&R Report:

1/Central Coast judging for show 19t September. Judges allocated

2/ lllawarra judging for show 18t October. Judges allocated

3/Northern Districts judging for show 10t October. Judges allocated just waiting for one more

judge to OK

4/State Gem Mineral Show judging day 5t September. Judges allocated.

5/Parramatta /Holroyd Judging will be done at home and delivered by Paul Sabolta.
Webmaster: No Report.
G&L NEWS Editor: No Report
Social media: No report.
Mail Person: Goulpress Printers — Newsletters - $35.65, Minutes - $2.10, Postage Stamps - $76.50
Education Report:

1/ Orange Minerals Delayed - Barbara to ask mineral judge from Queensland.

2/ Grafton Cabbing course 15t1&16t August — Paul to attend

3/Blue Mountains bone carving date - TBA
Gemkhana - Competition — BBQ for lunch OK by Parramatta/Holroyd, Mick is willing to do tagging for
the judges
State Gem & Mineral Show

1/Stickers to Update signs & 2 new corflute signs Mick Lane to follow up.

2/ Only outdoor sites so far 26 outside traders & 6 clubs.

3/ Clubs will be housed in the Apex building.

4/Next year's inside traders’ proposal —leave until after this year's show.

5/0utside trader contract review from tables to 3x3m all outside traders have been sent an

email.
GEMBOREE 2028:

1/ Wagga Wagga 14 to 17 April 2028.

2/Main hall to be measured for traders and competition areas Tony Offord to undertake. —

Done, no report as yet

3/Table & Chair hire contacted table numbers to be calculated

4/ Banner needed for Tasmania. Paul Sabolta and his son Phillip to order.

5/ Schedule checked and ready to go.

6/ Wagga Council and info centre sent updates & information.

7/Wagga & Albury Lapidary clubs are they still interested email sent as yet no reply
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8/ Food vans to be contacted re electric pricing $55 single phase $110 for 3 phase per lead.
9, Editor Dave is drafting booklet.
10/Burtons medallions still awaiting quote.
11AFG International competition being considered.
12/ Bob McLean dimensions of main hall awaiting Tony Offord’s figures.
13/ Shirts for 2028 Gemboree to be ready for Tassie next April quote received deposit paid.
14/ Contracts for outside traders - 3x3m per 1 site .
15/NSW clubs to offered free Gazebo space —must provide own gazebo tables & chairs
offer to be sent later.
16/ Quotes for booklet printing received.
Reports to be accepted moved Western Suburbs Seconded Blaxland
GENERAL BUSINES: Nil
Meeting closed 1.40pm
Next meeting: 26" August at Parramatta/Holroyd rooms Fullagar Rd Wentworthville. An Early Meet-
ing at 11.00am for GEMBOREE Committee
Meeting dates for 2026 26th August, 23 September at Gemkhana
28t October, 25t November, 16th December & AGM.

NSW State Gem and Mineral Show
GEMKHANA 2026
26-27 September

The State Gem and Mineral Show, GEMKHANA 2026, will be held on Saturday
26th September and Sunday 27th September 2026 at Hawkesbury District
Agricultural Showground, Clarendon. The show will feature handcrafted
jewellery, faceted stones, polished stones (cabochons), stone carving, min-
erals, fossils and crystals. Traders will be on site selling jewellery, crystals,
cut stones, lapidary equipment, faceting and slabs.

Schedule: GEMKHANA 2026 Full Schedule With Diagrams
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NSW State Gem and Mineral Show GEMKHANA 2026

The State Gem and Mineral Show, GEMKHANA 2026, will be held on Satur-
day 26th September and Sunday 27th September 2026 at Hawkesbury

District Agricultural Showground, Clarendon.

“ENTRIES CLOSE THIS MONTH”

GEMKHANA 2026 — COMPETITION
SCHEDULE AND CONDITIONS

GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. This is a Level 3 Competition and will be judged in accordance with the rules and
definitions of the Competitor & Judging Manual for Lapidary and Allied Competi-
tions Issue no. 9, April 2026. (referred to in this Schedule as the Manual), unless
otherwise stated in this Schedule.

2. All competitors are advised to familiarise themselves with all the “Conditions for
Competitors” in the Manual (particularly pages 5 to 13)

3. Competitors should be aware of, or check their eligibility to enter a Novice or
Intermediate Division either by: - ¢ Reading Section B4 of the manual (pages 6 & 7)
relating to Competition Divisions, or by e checking the updated results list on the
AFLACA website (http://aflaca.org.au)

4. Enquiries, correspondence and ALL POSTAL ENTRIES relating to this Competition
should be directed to:

Kathy Selwood
P.O. Box 188, Orange NSW 2800
Phone enquiries to Kathy Selwood: 0437 917 074 or Barbara Try 0417 676 435
Emails kathrynselwood@bigpond.com or twotrys@bigpond.net.au
5. Maximum number of entries allowed is two (2) per person per section except for

Showcase Sections where only one entry per person is allowed.

6. It is the Competitor’s responsibility to ensure that their entries are entered in
the correct section and that the sections are correctly marked on the Entry Form. If
in doubt ring the Competition Committee.

However, the Competition Committee may transfer an entry into another section if
they are of the opinion that it has obviously been entered into the incorrect sec-
tion.
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7. Entry Fees: - $1.00 per entry for the first 10 entries, thereafter free. (Payable by

cheque or money order to Gem & Lapidary Council of NSWInc)

8. All entries not being collected in person at the GEMKHANA must be accompanied

by the cost of return post or pre-paid post bag included with the entry form (see

Page 13). Please ensure sufficient funds to cover additional paperwork and possible

medallions.

9. While every care will be taken, the GEMKHANA 2026 Committee will not accept

any responsibility for the loss or damage of any entries or exhibits that may occur in

transit or whilst in the possession of the GEMKHANA 2026 committee.

10. Competitors and exhibitors are responsible for the insurance of their entries or

exhibits while in transit, and whilst in the possession of the GEMKHANA 2026 Com-

mittee.

11. How to enter the Competition — Sections 1to 4, 8 to 13 and 18 to 26

a. Package up your entries to cushion them from damage whilst in transit — also
see SC3.

b. Fill out an official entry form — see page 13 of this Schedule.

If you want acknowledgement of receipt of your entries, please provide a valid
email address. If there is no email, please include a stamped, self- addressed
envelope.

d. Organise a cheque or money order payable to the Gem & Lapidary Council of
NSW Inc for the entry fees (and return express postage if you are not collecting
the entries in person at the GEMKHANA.

e. Submit your Entries + Entry Form + All fees to the Competition Committee. This
can either be: -

By Express post to
Kathy Selwood
P.O. Box 188 Orange NSW 2800
If you are sending your entries by mail, please send an email to
Kathy or Barbara so that we are aware that a parcel is coming.
They must be received by Friday 21st August 2026 or
by hand at the Gem and Lapidary Council meeting
26th August 2026 at Parramatta/Holroyd Lapidary Club by 2pm.
NOTE that late entries will not be eligible for competition and will be returned
12. How to Enter the Competition — Sections 16, 17, 29, 32, 34 and showcases
a. Send your Entry Form and All Entry Fees to arrive by Friday 21st August 2026
to:- Kathy Selwood P.O. Box 188, Orange NSW 2800
b. Hand deliver the entries to the Competition committee in the Competition Hall
at the GEMKHANA 2026 VENUE between 1pm and 5pm on Friday 25th Sep-
tember 2026
c. Note that entries in Sections 29, 32 & 34 must be set up and ready in the Exhi-
bition Hall by 5.00pm Friday 25th September 2026
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13. Judging, Judging Sheets and Entry Pickup
a. Entriesin Sections 1to 5, 8 to 13, 18 to 26 will be judged prior to theGEMKHA-
NA.
Entries in Sections 16, 17, 29, 32, and 34 will be judged at the GEMKHANA.
Judging Sheets may be collected from the Competition Office between 10am
and 12 noon on Sunday 27th September 2026
d. Entries may be collected between 6pm and 7pm on Sunday 27th September
2026
e. Entries not collected will be returned to the competitor in the manner specified
on the entry form together with the applicable judging sheets .
14 SPECIAL CONDITIONS (SC)
SCl —Sizes and Tolerances
Where an entry does not conform to the size conditions in this Schedule or the
Manual it will be ruled ineligible and not judged. Refer to section definitions in the
Schedule and the Manual for allowable tolerances.
SC2 — Carving (Section 5)
Each entry must have a label which best describes the exhibit for the viewer’s inter-
est including the material used. These labels will not be judged.
SC3 - Facet Entries (Section 8 to 11)
a. All chosen designs have either been previously used in competitions or have
been successfully test cut using instructions given
b. b. ALL Facets are FLAT, any entry with Concave or Curved facets (except Section
8A continuous girdle) will be disqualified and will NOT be judged.
c. c. Minimum size is 6mm measured across shortest axis of outline shape at the
girdle, or as indicated on design sheet.
d. d. Each faceted stone must be entered in a display box and this box must con-
tain a label which contains only the following details:
e Section Number
e Material used
e  Colour of material
e Size
SC4 — Tumbled Stones (Section 12A)
Please read page 19 (D2.2) and page 55 (D12.1) of the Manual for definition of this
section.
SC5 —Jewellery (Sections 18 — 26)
Competitors should carefully read Part E of the Manual in relation to all Jewellery
Sections.

Please note there has been a change to the faceting design page 19 of the
Schedule Section: 0-11.1 Ying - Yang Frost
Step 10 on the Crown should read index 10 - 58
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2026 State Gem &
Mineral Show

FREE
PARKING

ATM On Site

Camping Sites Available

Traders will be offering
| o j,:. R Bed Jewellery, Crystals,
Adults $10 B B Cut Stones, Lapidary

16 FREE RS :

Saturday
Sunday

ok com/GemLapldaryCounan

<'

Formerly K"wn A% The Gemkhana Run-By The Gem & Lapidary Coll

State Gem & Mineral Show
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Yowah Opal Fields Southwest Queensland

It was a damp start to our stay in Yowah this year. We arrived on Thursday 18 June
as we were advised they we expecting a weather front the following day, Friday
being the day we had originally planned to arrive. Well, 34mm later we were glad
we had set up on the Thursday.

We have had two other rain evens in the following two weeks, one 12mm 26 June
and the last around 32mm 1 July. We have had dry weather since.

26 June a cold 10C all day but the fire kept the
annex warm

Yowah Opal festival 17-19 July
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Live entertainment was supplied by Anderson-
lane and then Kerry Kennedy “The Three =
Mustavbeers”

—

Eddie Maguire had another spectacular display of the Maguire collection. He also
had a rare eluvial Yowah Nut on display. Unfortu-
nately, my pictures don’t do the display justice.

| RARE ELUVIAL YOWAH KT
FOUND (K THE AREA ONCE KNOWN AS
“THE SOUTHERN CROSS * First sgialoned £..0"RG, .

For a transcript of the Rare Eluvial
Yowah nut story see page 16
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*Lapidary * Fossicking
GemCUtS * Jewellery Making Tools

G M
- ®
Cabbing Tumbling Jewellery Tools
- ¥

Carving

Sa Ultrasonic Cleaners

ing

We stock an extensive range of our own diamond tools, faceting
accessories, rough and products.

We are Authorised dealers for:

Diamond Pacific Tool Corp — Nova, Genie, Bigfoot, Galaxy
Barranca - MK Diamond Saw Blades

Lortone - Cabbing Machines, Saws, Rotary Tumblers

Saeshin - "Strong" Micro Motors

Cratex - Rubberised Abrasives

Crystalite - Diamond Laps. Crystal Pads, Poly Pads, Flexo Pads
Klingspor - Industrial Grade Sanding Sheets, Belts & Disks
GemPro - Flex Wheels. Resin Bonded Diamond Products
Jersey Instruments - Faceting Machines

36A Smith Drive MAIL

Ty PHONE &
AR b2 14 INTERNET
Brian & Liz ORDERS

https://www.gemcuts.com.au/
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NEW Competitor &

Judging Manual
PURCHASE NOW
Only A$8.00 ebook or hard copy
The Competitor & Judging Manual is the
official Rule Book used for Lapidary and
Allied Competitions throughout Australia.

It contains comprehensive information for
both Competitors and Judges alike. Learn
about Competition Levels, Divisions, Sec-
tion Definitions, Judging Features, Point
Allocations, and much more.

This Manual should always be used in con-
junction with the Competition Schedule
supplied for each Competition.

https://aflaca.org.au/judging-rules/judging-and-rules-
manual/

dlb australian lapidary supplies

For 50 years we have been manufacturing and supplying quality base metal Findings and Mountings
to Lapidary and Craft enthusiasts.

Shop online for a large range of:

Findings

Chains — Neck chains and Bulk chain

Mountings: Rings, Pendants, Brooches, Bracelets etc.

Snap -Tite™ Settings — Sterling Silver and Gold Filled

Discounted and close-out Specials

www.australianlapidarysupplies.com.au

Phone: 02 95318922 Email: sales@australianlapidarysupplies.com.au

Discount for Lapidary Clubs and Members

Simply order online and type in coupon code: lapidary at checkout.
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Transcript of the Rare Eluvial Yowah Nut

| @m Qﬂ@\v}!@[lw \‘\ story from page 12

" GlenbrookiCinemalHall
RoSS St Glenbrook:

Sat & Sun 15-16 August
8:30am - 4pm Daily

Displays and Sales of | ©
Lapidary work, gems, 8 ¢

rocks, minerals, opals =

and jewellery.

Entry:Adults $5 Children$3 | >
Family $10 e

Glenbrook Cinema Hall,

%

\ Northern Districts
Lapidary Club

Gem and
mineral show

Selling mineral specimens, crystals, slabs, fossils,

cabochons, gems, jewellery and lapidary
equipment, books, plants, & knick knacks

...... Watch live demonstrations of stone cutting

------ Buy a thunder egg and crack it open
------ See displays of club members’ work

...... Teq, coffee, cakes, and raffies ¥
SIS Y= Come and tour
% ll ]Uk ‘\Ir lb B our clubhouse and
RS LR 10 Tioy il
: enquire about
Beecroft Community Centre , membership

Cnr Beecroft & Copeland Rds

Saturday 24 October - 9am to 5pm
& Sunday 25 October - Yam to 3pm

Vol. 52

The Story of

“Southern Cross Nell”....
It is July 2002..Neil and partner
Russ leave Victoria for another
fossicking adventure to Yowah Qld.
They arrive to their booked cabin
July 30™ and the next day are on
the fossicking field.

Neil is digging a hole just outside
the boundary where Johnny Kovac is
sieving old back fill from the
"Boots" mining claim..Her friend
Merlene is about 1 metre away
doing the same...About 1 foot down
into the alluvial Neil see’s what
appears as a ironstone rock... It fails
apart as 2 pieces displaying beauti-
ful multi coloured crystal opal...
Such joy and emotion...enough that
evening to crack the champagne and
celebrate..Little did they realize in
5 days another surprise would
emerge..Rough estimates at the
time of the discovery from local
miners was a cool $6000...Not bad
for a day of fossicking.

5 days have passed..Nell and Merlene
are still hopeful of finding more on
their patch..Not much to speak of
except Merlene had sieved some
colour...Back at the cabins after
cleaning their spoils for the day the
realization is Merlene's find is the
missing piece to Neils 2 larger
pieces...The 3 pieces fit together
perfectly....They have in fact
discovered and pieces together a
rare Eluvial Yowah Nut Opal...

After cherishing the precious find
from 2002 and offer was made to
purchase this Rare Opal and was sold
in May 2005..It now sits with pride
in The Maguire Collection.
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The Biawarra Lapidary Chub Inc ttabioldroyd!
i Gem &

THE 64" ANNUAL

JEWELLERY GEMS & M|neral

MINERALS FESTIVAL

dn / SAT 7 November - fam Lo 4pm
.%. SUN 8 November -~ Sam to Jpm .
R S

HEININGER HALL, 109 PONCES HIGHNVAT, GAF
PARY OF T AAOWWOOD CINTM

T Peng sreen e Besmmge Vo, # Froa vy Boemd**

wching Lafarnaion Lapgeary Sapplion®

¥
povere! » ~ 13th & #th November ..~
{ gdm=apm ]
73 Fullagar Road Wentworthunlle

Demonstrations, Chlldrem Craft
o Novelty, Lu o
Refreshments, O =
Mt:rl:§q

Free Entry :
s soin | Mineia¥anchve wellendioy

2026 = =~
NEWCASTLE — [——
JEWELLERY FAIR o N———

SUNDAY 29™ NOVEMBER, 2026
At Club House 51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna
9am-—2pm

SAT 14TH NOVENBER (9-4PM) & SUN 15TH NOVEMBER (S-3PN)

Stalls selling — Gemstones, crystals,
fossils, rough, minerals, handcrafted
jewelery and books
Morning Tea = Mome made cakes

& goodies

Lunch = Lunch and drinks
“ available

LIEITIIJI FREE ENTRY ADDRESS :
~ BROADMEADOW AND PARKING  CNR YOUNG & MELBOURNE ST

4a+ Handmade silver jewellery « Precious stones
EXHIBITORS Opals « Jewellery tools and supplies « Crystals

FOOD & DRINK . RAFFLES . KIDS ACTIVITIES
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\ 2% The Tasmanian Lapidary & Mineral Association present

The 63rd National
GEMBOREE

To be held at:
paranaple Convention Centre
137 Rooke Street
DEVONPORT TAS 7310

Under the auspices of the AFLACA
Sponsored by Burnie District Gemstones Club Inc
The Mineralogical Society of Tasmania and
The Lapidary Club of Tasmania

26th - 29th
March 2027

Major Event Partners —

Devonport /\\“/\ pa ranaple

PELIAIPOR T i i 7, ~ R
-’ City Council 71N

See https://aflaca.org.au/gemboree/ for complete booklet

Vol. 52 No. 7 18


https://aflaca.org.au/gemboree/

August 2026 G&L News

IMPORTANT CORRECTIONS
to GEMBOREE 2027 SCHEDULE
PRINTED HARD COPY ONLY

NOT ONLINE BOOKLET

The GEMBOREE Booklet on the AFLACA Website has been amended
to show these corrections. (Please note that the online booklet has
different page numbers to that your hard copy)

If you have a printed hard copy of the GEMBOREE 2027 Booklet you
will need to update your copy.

A few small errors have been found in the GEMBOREE 2027 Schedule
they are; listed below:

Page 18 0.10.1 - line two minimum size 10mm should
be deleted.

Page 21 0.26C.2 should read N.26C.2

Page 41 PT-03 - N.9B.3 Description should read
“Square Step Cut”

Page 44 AT-22 - N.9A.2 This should be “N.9A.3”

Page 44 AT-23 - N.18E.2 This should be “N.18E.3”

Also, please note that Opalised wood will not be accepted in place of
Petrified Wood.

GEMBOREE 2027

Competition Committee
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EVENTS

General information on which events are going ahead and which have
been cancelled, can be found on the following link:
https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/events/

0

15-16 August 2026-Blaxland Gem& Mineral Club Annual Gem

Show, Glenbrook Cinema Hall, Ross Street, Glenbrook. (Adjoining Glen-
brook Theatre) 8:30 am —4pm

26-27 September 2026-The State Gem and Mineral Show, GEMKHANA
2026- at Hawkesbury District Agricultural Showground, Clarendon.

9-14 October 2026 - Gem & Craft Show, Inverell & District Lapidary Club Inc.
Ross—(02) 6721 4563

17-18 October 2026 Canberra Lapidary Club Spring Show, Mallee Pavilion
EPIC, Mitchell, ACT. contact: canberralapidary@gmail.com- Norm Menadue
on (02) 6258 6631

24-25 October 2026-Biennial Exhibition — Northern Districts Lapidary Club at
the Beecroft Community Centre, Copeland Road Beecroft

7-8 November 2026—Jewellery Gems and Minerals Festival - lllawarra
Lapidary Club Inc, At Heininger Hall, Ribbonwood Centre, 109 Princes Hwy,
Dapto. You can find us at our website www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au or
like and follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lllawarraLC or
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/illawarralc/

13-14 November 2026—Parramatta Holdroyd Gem & Mineral Show, 73 Ful-
lagar Road, Wentworthville—Free entry

14 —15 November 2026 - Newcastle Lapidary Club Gem and Jewellery Fair.
Newcastle Police Citizens Youth Club (PCYC), corner Young and Melbourne
Roads Broadmeadow (an easy walk from Broadmeadow Station). Phone 02
49529611 (Tuesdays and Saturdays), Email: newlap@gmail.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Newcastle-Lapidary-Club-
616736661717997/

29 November 2026-‘Open Day” Christmas Market — lllawarra Lapidary Club
Inc, 51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna 2518 NSW
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