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Gem & Lapidary News is the official publication of the Gem and Lapidary Council of NSW
Inc, PO Box 188 Orange 2800. The executive and workforce of the Council are entirely com-
posed of delegates from member Clubs. Council is NOT an autonomous body. The Gem &
Lapidary Council is a member of AFLACA (Australian Federation of Lapidary and Allied Crafts
Association). Life Councillors: Joan Ball (dec), Ron Beattie, Arthur Roffey (dec), Frank Hall
(dec), Dot Caladine (dec), Maurya Hutton (dec), Marie Jenkins (dec), Dick Moppett (dec) & Bob

Wright (dec).
EXECUTIVE

President

Senior Vice President
Vice president

Secretary

Minutes Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Committee:

APPOINTMENTS
Public Officer

Auditor
Editor

Webmaster

Equipment Officer
G&L News Mailman
Education Officer

GEMBOREE Coordinator

State Gem & Mineral Show
Coordinator

AFLACA delegates
Social Media Officer

AFLACA J&R delegates
Archivist

Executive - meet Monthly, fourth Wednesdaﬁ :
Lapidary Club, 73 Fu agar Rd, Wentworthville, NSW
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING & A

Barbara Try O.A.M. (Northern Districts) 0417 676 435

Vacant
Tony Try (Central Coast)

Kathy Selwood (Orange) 6362 7917
secretary@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au

Mick Lane (Blue Mountains)
Vacant
Vacant

Sue O’Neil (Goulburn)
Joe O’Neil (Goulburn)
Marcia Hill (Western Suburbs)

Paul Sabolta (AFG)
Colin Russell (Port Hacking)

David Wilson (Canberra)
editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au

Hon Alex Maitland (Temporary Webmaster)
webmaster@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au

Mick Lane (Blue Mountains)
Sue O’Neil (Goulburn)

Paul Sabolta (AFG)
Vacant 2028
Vacant with Robert Porter (Bathurst)

Barbara Try (voting) and Kathy Selwood (non-voting)

Kim Cooke (Blue Mountains & Carolyn Farbrother (Central
Coast)

Barbara Try (voting) and Kathy Selwood (non-voting)

Barbara Try

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Visitors welcome to attend
of the month, 1pm, at Clubrooms, Parramatta-Holroyd

M: 10 December 2025 1.00 pm start
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EDITOR’S NOTES

Its December and the silly season is upon us. Please have a Safe and Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. See you in 2026.

The years seem to be going faster, it may be just that | am enjoying what | am do-
ing and find it fun and more enjoyable than | did before retirement got in the way.

I hope you enjoy this year’s final newsletter.

If you have an article, or a show you wish to advertise in future newsletters, please
send them in. Please remember there is no newsletter in January.

ADDRESSES
for the Gem & Lapidary Council NSW

Website : http://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/
The website has links to the secretary, editor & webmaster

Online edition of the newsletter is in colour.

Post : Gem & Lapidary Council NSW, PO Box 188, Orange NSW, 2800

Meeting rooms: Parramatta-Holroyd Lapidary Club,
73 Fullagar Rd, Wentworthville, NSW

DEADLIINES:

Fourth Friday of the month—a few days grace is allowed.
CONTACT THE G&L EDITOR TO INCLUDE YOUR CLUB'S NEWS
editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au

ADVERTISING RATES
per G&L News edition
(NB: printed in black & white)

Full page-$40 1/2 page-$25 1/4 page - 520
Please send payment with advertising booking and copy

Disclaimer:

Opinions expressed are those of the original authors and do not necessarily re-
flect those of the Editor, Gem & Lapidary Council, or its members. Persons acting
on any opinion, advice, fact or advertisement published in this issue does so at

their own risk.
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A number of the Committee visited Wagga Wagga looking for a suitable venue for
GEMBOREE 2028. The Wagga Wagga showground is suitable, but it is now up to
the committee members to decide. This decision will happen in January 2026.

Our Vice President Tony Offord has resigned from the Gem and Lapidary Council.
Tony has been our GEMKHANA Co-Ordinator for the last three years and the 2022
GEMBOREE Co-Ordinator. He felt it was time for him to go and let someone else
take over the reins. Tony will be very much missed, and we are left with a huge hole
that needs to be filled. We are looking for people to fill all the positions for the

GEMBOREE 2028 Committee.

Our AGM takes place on the 10" December2025, please joins us if you can.

We also need judges and hope to run a Cabochon and Jewellery judging courses
next year. If you are interested, please contact me and we will put your name on

the list.

Barbara J Try OAM
President
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Minutes of the COMMITTEE MEETING 26 November 2025
Held at Parramatta Holroyd Club Fullagar Rd Wentworthville
The meeting was opened at 12:51pm by President Barbara Try (Northern Districts) who welcomed dele-
gates from the following clubs: Central Coast (Tony Try), AFG (Paul Sabolta), Western Suburbs (Marcia
Hill & Ainsley Flynn) Orange (Kathy Selwood), Parramatta/Holroyd (Martin Stoeckl), Goulburn (Sue & Joe
O Neil), Blaxland (Robert Kneale): Apologies: Blue Mountains (Kim Cooke), Blue Mountain (Mick Lane),
lllawarra (Joan Zealey), Bathurst (Robert Porter), Hawkesbury (Sue Crick): Moved: Central Coast se-
conded Western Suburbs that apologies be accepted.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 22 October 2025 with amendment meeting dates are all incorrect.
Moved Parramatta/Holroyd seconded, Blaxland that minutes be accepted.
Business Arising:
1/ Purchase of anti-virus software ,365 Office & network dongle sort out between President
and Secretary in January
Business arising from minutes: moved Goulburn seconded AFG
Correspondence: See attached list.
Business Arising from correspondence -
1/ Tony Offord’s resignation - Co-ordinator
2/ Wagga showground
Moved: Orange seconded Central Coast that Inward Correspondence be received, Outward Correspond-
ence be endorsed and business arising be approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Moved Orange seconded Western Suburbs that the report be accepted
Reports

J&R Report:
1/ Message to all competitors to be sent out to all clubs done
2/ Wire wrapping to all competitors to be sent out to all clubs done
3/ combined jewellery to all competitors to be sent out to all clubs done
4/ AFLACA tumble stones reduced to max 3 stones not 6 in competitions.
5/ AFLACA enamelling, jewellery & carving degree of effort notes to be sent to judges. Done
6/ new judging manual adjustments continuing proof reading being done. Final approval with
AFLACA president.
7/ dates for next year’s judging has been requested by lllawarra which then set the dates for
other Clubs as well. Dates are State Gem show 5 Sept 26, NDLC 10 Oct 26, CCLC 19 Sept
26, lllawarra 18 Oct 26.

Webmaster: No report

G&L NEWS Editor: No Report

Social Media: No Report

Mail Person: Printing $35.40 Postage $17.00 total $52.40 and has a balance of $293.02

Education Report:
1/ Orange minerals (delayed)
2/ NSW Lapidary Club - faceting course — dates waiting for their response.
3/ Hawkesbury faceting course — postponed
4/ Nepean — wire wrapping 22-23 November - Richard -completed
5/ Central Coast wire wrapping Jan 26 TBA
6/ Nepean faceting course 8-9 Nov25 completed

Vol. 51 No. 11 5



December 2025 G&L News

GEMKHANA Competition:
1/2026 judging 5 September.
2/ schedule being proof-read

State Gem & Mineral Show
1/ Secretary to send a letter (email) to show ground committee for confirmation of date next
year 26 & 27 September with notification of other users, & use of GWS building. Done.
Reply to be sent to all delegates for reading and voting in January’s meeting.
2/ Design of next year's flyer who any ideas? Martin to check with Ray
3/ Replacement signage to be purchased
4/ Banner needed?
5/ New Co-ordinator
6/ food vendors booking — Barb to look after
7/ Table & chair hire — Barb to look after
8/ Indoor & outdoor contracts redo Secretary — done Delegates to proof-read
9/ Printed advertising H2H? voted No
10/ Clubs to help put out of signage on weekend before show in their area.
11/ Indoor trader organiser
12/ Outside trader organiser
13/ electronic signs — Martin to check

GEMBOREE 2028
1/ Trophies, first batch completed
3/Table & Chair hire depending on Venue chosen.
4/ Plan B discussed Mudgee.
5/ Plan C - Wagga Wagga report
6/ Schedule being in draft form J & R to check.
7/ Banner needed for Tasmania?
8/New co-ordinator
9/ Decision January28 2026 Meeting

Reports to be accepted moved Parramatta/Holroyd Seconded Blaxland

GENERAL BUSINESS -
1/ Secretary needs Annual reports from everyone please. Thank you to those who have
sent theirs in.
2/ Banking ID? We have not been notified by Westpac. No action at this stage.

Meeting closed 1.50pm

Next meeting: 10 Dec & AGM at Parramatta/Holroyd rooms Fullagar Rd Wentworthville.
Meeting dates 2026: 28 Jan, 25 Feb, 25 March, 22 April, 27 May, 24 June, 22 July, 26 Au-
gust, 23 Sept GEMKHANA show, 28 October, 25 November, 16 Dec & AGM.
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Message to all Competitors & Judges
Re Combined Jewellery

It has come to my attention that there is a little confusion as to what is Combined
Jewellery as defined in the Competitor & Judging Manual, please refer to page 71

Please see the information which was sent to all Jewellery & Metalcraft judges in
2017 which is still very relevant. (Attachment A)

What everyone needs to remember is that items that are partly cast or partly metal
clay using patterns, moulds and dies that must be made all by the entrant unless
using natural objects as patterns which are accepted and then combined with partly
hand fabricated metalwork belong in the combined section.

The hand-fabricated parts MUST be more than merely the items required to ensure
functional ability of the piece.

The pieces shown were transferred from section O-18B.1, but the discs on all these
pieces are cast. The entrant has then added metalwork and bevels to hold the lapi-
dary items.

The discs are cast, but the
bezel and other parts are
hand fabricated.

It is very important that entrants know what

section they are entering. In some cases, the

schedule does not include Combined Jewel-

lery as was the case in Ballarat GEMBOREE, and this is up to the
Competition Committee. Fortunately, the 2026 GEMBOREE does
have both sections 23A and 23B.

Barbara ] Try OAM
President
Gem and lapidary Council of NSW Inc.
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Attachment A
SOMETHING OF WHICH TO BE AWARE

During a recent judging assignment a situation arose which required arbitration by
a panel of three independent senior judges [| was NOT one of them].

The situation arose over the judging of the jewellery pieces shown circled below.

All three articles were
ineligible for Section 19A

It was entered in section 19A, which was cast jewellery (Pattern, moulds and dies all
made by the entrant) not intended to include Lapidary, Fossil or Mineral items.

However while the pendants themselves were very nice cast pieces, the chains to
which they were attached were a quite substantial piece of work and were hand
fabricated. (Notice the rest of the articles in the section they are all without chains
and are acceptable.)
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The panel that arbitrated on the situation decided that as the hand fabricated chain
was an integral part of the piece of jewellery, and could not be detached from the
cast pendant, that it was in the wrong section. That is, it should have been entered
in a section for combined jewellery Section 23A. However, as there was no such
section in the schedule the piece had to be disqualified and marked as display only.

Unfortunately the competitor had previously entered these pieces in a competition
section for cast jewellery, and the problem was was not picked up before.

If the chain could have been easily detached the pendant could have stayed there
and been judged, but the chain and pendant were joined in such a way as to make
the entry a single piece of combined jewellery, and therefore not eligible.

The same thing happened in Section 19B and Section 20A. See photos attached.

These pieces had hand fabricated

chains attached that could not be This piece was all cast

removed
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In the case of the orchid the chain
could not be detached, while the Rose
ring, the shank was fully hand fabricat-
ed. Notice the remaining items do not
have chains!!!

Please note that this is not aimed at any one person in particular and is being sent
to all Metalcraft and Jewellery judges, and is meant to be taken as advice for fu-
ture reference to try and avoid the same situation happening again.

For your information

Barbara Try
J & R Chairperson
Gem & Lapidary Council of NSW Inc.

Please also refer to:

November Newsletter - Message to all Competitors & Judges - Re Wire Wrapping
October Newsletter - Message to all Competitors

Both on page 7
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FOR SALE

24 inch saw + spare blades.
Auto feed.

Name of brand in photos.
Pick up at own cost

At Port Hacking Lapidary Club, Gymea, Sutherland Shire
Will fit into a 6 x 4 box trailer
Needs minimum of 2 people to
move it, under say 70 years
Can assist with loading

PRICE = $250.00

Contacts: Col Wright 0418 286 003
Tony Offord 0404 269 953
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*Lapidary * Fossicking
GemCUtS * Jewellery Making Tools

G M
- ®
Cabbing Tumbling Jewellery Tools
- ¥

Carving

Sa Ultrasonic Cleaners

ing

We stock an extensive range of our own diamond tools, faceting
accessories, rough and products.

We are Authorised dealers for:

Diamond Pacific Tool Corp — Nova, Genie, Bigfoot, Galaxy
Barranca - MK Diamond Saw Blades

Lortone - Cabbing Machines, Saws, Rotary Tumblers

Saeshin - "Strong" Micro Motors

Cratex - Rubberised Abrasives

Crystalite - Diamond Laps. Crystal Pads, Poly Pads, Flexo Pads
Klingspor - Industrial Grade Sanding Sheets, Belts & Disks
GemPro - Flex Wheels. Resin Bonded Diamond Products
Jersey Instruments - Faceting Machines

36A Smith Drive MAIL

Ty PHONE &
AR b2 14 INTERNET
Brian & Liz ORDERS

https://www.gemcuts.com.au/
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Robilt Lapidary Supplies
167 Endeavour Drive, North Cranbourne 3977
P.O. Box 179 Doveton, Victoria 3177

Ph: (03) 59960750 Fax: (03) 5995 7505 Mob: 0414 469 203
ABN 37 856 874 788

Email: robiltlapidary@gmail.com

Manufacturers of Lapidary Machines for over 45 years
Tumblers - Trimsaws - Slabsaws - Grinders - Polishers
Vibro Laps - Flat Laps - Faceting & Combination Machines
Suppliers of Grits — Laps — Wheels — Blades — Dops - Discs.

Service - Repairs — Spare Parts - Rough - Cut — Polished Stones

For 50 years we have been manufacturing and supplying quality base metal Findings and Mountings
to Lapidary and Craft enthusiasts.

Shop online for a large range of:

Findings

Chains — Neck chains and Bulk chain

Mountings: Rings, Pendants, Brooches, Bracelets etc.

Snap —Tite™ Settings — Sterling Silver and Gold Filled

Discounted and close-out Specials

www.australianlapidarysupplies.com.au

Phone: 02 95318922 Email: sales@australianlapidarysupplies.com.au

Discount for Lapidary Clubs and Members

Simply order online and type in coupon code: lapidary at checkout.

Vol. 51 No. 11 13



http://www.australianlapidarysupplies.com.au
mailto:sales@australianlapidarysupplies.com.au
mailto:robiltlapidary@gmail.com

December 2025 G&L News

=4 New England 4
Lapidary & Fossicking Club Inc

35th ANNUAL GEM AND CRAFT SHOW
Armidale Show Ground

Saturday March 14th 2026 9am to Spm
Sunday March 15th 2026  9am to 3pm

See a Spectacular array of:

Gems, Rocks, Crystals, Jewellery, Crafts
Beads & Lapidary Books/Supplies/Equipment
and much more.

All on sale at the show

Raffle Tickets $1.00....Great Prizes
B.B,Q. Breakfast & Lunch/Light Refreshment Available

FREE ENTRY
AR Phone Kerry: 0407 308 620 N -
vl o~ email: nelfc@hotmail.com 7 LTV
Lo r S
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GEMBOREE 2026

G2~ Natwooal Gem, Fossil, Minerad, Crystad and Jewellery Show

Easter Weekend
3 April - 6 April 2026

Nambour Showgrounds

One of the weirdest Devices used to find water
things about being an
adult is having a ﬂ*
favorite stove top [~
burner. No one ever ‘! ,
talks about it, but >z
y'all know it's true. ' R

If liars' pants really did
catch on fire, watching

the news would be a lot
more fun.
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EVENTS

General information on which events are going ahead and
which have been cancelled, can be found on the following
link:

https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/events/

0
0

2026

14-15 March 2026 - 35th ANNUAL GEM AND CRAFT SHOW.
New England Lapidary & Fossicking Club Inc. Armidale Show
Ground.Phone Kerry: 0407 308 620

21-22 March 2026 Canberra Rock Swap, Parrot Park, EPIC
(Exhibition Park) off the Federal Highway), Mitchell, ACT. Contact
canberralapidary@gmail.com - Norm Menadue on (02) 6258
6631

3-6 April 2026 - 62nd National Gem & Mineral Show, GEMBO-
REE 2026—Nambour, Sunshine Coast, Queensland. Venue:
Nambour Show Grounds, Coronation Avenue Nambour, Queens-
land. https://aflaca.org.au/gemboree/

16-17 May 2026 - 34th Annual Show - Lismore GEMFEST, Lis-
more Showground, Lismore NSW

30-31 May 2026 Canberra Lapidary Club Winter Show, Mallee
Pavilion EPIC, Mitchell, ACT. Contact canberralap-
idary@gmail.com- Norm Menadue on (02) 6258 6631

9-14 October 2026 - Gem & Craft Show, Inverell & District Lapi-
dary Club Inc

17-18 October 2026 Canberra Lapidary Club Spring Show, Mallee
Pavilion EPIC, Mitchell, ACT. contact: canberralap-
idary@gmail.com- Norm Menadue on (02) 6258 6631
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