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Gem & Lapidary News is the official publication of the Gem and Lapidary Council of NSW 
Inc, PO Box 188 Orange 2800. The executive and workforce of the Council are entirely com-
posed of delegates from member Clubs. Council is NOT an autonomous body. The Gem & 
Lapidary Council is a member of AFLACA (Australian Federation of Lapidary and Allied Crafts 
Association). Life Councillors: Joan Ball (dec), Ron Beattie, Arthur Roffey (dec), Frank Hall 
(dec), Dot Caladine (dec), Maurya Hutton (dec), Marie Jenkins (dec), Dick Moppett (dec) & Bob 
Wright (dec). 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Visitors welcome to attend 
Executive -  meet Monthly, fourth  Wednesday  of the month , 1pm, at Clubrooms, Parramatta-Holroyd 

Lapidary Club, 73 Fullager Rd, Wentworthville, NSW 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: April 24, 2024 

EXECUTIVE  

President Barbara Try  O.A.M. (Northern Districts)  0417 676 435 

Senior Vice President 
Vice president 

Tony Offord (Port Hacking) 
Tony Try (Central Coast) 

Secretary Kathy Selwood (Orange)  6362 7917  
secretary@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au  

Minutes Secretary Mick Lane (Blue Mountains) 

Treasurer Vacant 

Assistant Treasurer Tony Offord (Port Hacking) 

Committee: Sue O’Neil (Goulburn)  
Joe O’Neil (Goulburn) 
Marcia  Hill (Western Suburbs) 

APPOINTMENTS  

Public Officer Paul Sabolta 

Auditor Colin Russell 

Editor  David Wilson 
editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au  

Webmaster Alex Maitland (Temporary  Webmaster) 
webmaster@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au  

Equipment Officer Mick Lane 

G&L News Mailman  Sue O’Neil 

Education Officer Paul Sabolta 

GEMBOREE Coordinator Tony Offord 

State Gem & Mineral 
Show Coordinator 

Tony Offord with Robert Porter 

AFLACA delegates  Barbara Try (voting) and Tony Try (non-voting)  

Social Media Officer Kim Cooke 

AFLACA J&R delegates  Barbara Try (voting) and  Kathy Selwood (non-voting)  

Archivist  Barbara Try  

mailto:secretary@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au
mailto:editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au
mailto:webmaster@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au
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Disclaimer:   

Opinions expressed are those of the original authors and do not necessarily re-
flect those of the Editor, Gem & Lapidary Council, or its members. Persons acting 
on any opinion, advice, fact or advertisement published in this issue does so at 
their own risk. 

Deadlines: 

Fourth Friday  of the month—a few days grace is allowed.  

ContaCt the G&L editor to inCLude your CLub’s news 

editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au  

ADVERTISING RATES  

per G&L News edition  

(NB: printed in black & white) 

Full page - $40 1/2 page - $25  1/3 page - $20  

Please send payment with advertising booking and copy 

editor’s notes 

As I pull this newsletter together the Willunga Gemboree is in full swing, and 
everyone appears to be enjoying themselves . 

So I hope you enjoy the April Newsletter from Willunga SA.  

If you have an article, or a show you wish to advertise in future newsletters, 
please send them in.  

Due to increased cost for postage and printing please let the Council know if you 

can receive the newsletter via email only. 

ADDRESSES  

for the Gem & Lapidary Council NSW 

Website :  http://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/  

  The website has links to the secretary, editor & webmaster 

Online edition of the newsletter is in colour. 
Post :   Gem & Lapidary Council NSW, PO Box 188, Orange NSW, 2800  

Meeting rooms:  Parramatta-Holroyd Lapidary Club,  

  73 Fullagar Rd, Wentworthville, NSW 

mailto:editor@gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au
http://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/
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Message from the President 

This report is being written while on site at the Willunga Gemboree. The weather has 
been fine and very kind to us. 

NSW has done very well in the Gemboree Competition with Clubs all over NSW and 
ACT winning awards. 

Some entries are the results of the educational courses that were run by the council 
over the year. 

Congratulations Western Suburbs – Well Done. 

Barbara J Try OAM  

President  
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Willunga Gemboree 2024 



Vol. 50   No. 3  6 

April 2024     G&L News 

 

     Willunga Tailgaters 

 Willunga Tailgaters 

See pages 11 to 14 Willunga Gemboree NSW and ACT Award and Trophy winners  
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Rhodochrosite  
MnCO3 
Specimen Locality: Oppu Mine, Amori Prefecture, Japan 143mm/116mm/ 
35mm,  
Crystal System: Trigonal  

In the December Newsletter you will have noticed some small articles/fillers on 
“What is a Mineral ?”and “The earth”. I plan to continue with these articles / fillers 
in the hope that it will introduce you to some basic Mineralogy and Gemmology 
that may assist you with mineral and gem material purchases.   You will find some 
more throughout this newsletter. 

Now what is Gemmology?   

Well Gemmology is neatly defined by the Gemological Institute of America as: “The 
science of those minerals, and other rare minerals, beautiful and durable enough 
for use as personal adornment and the embellishment of our personal posses-
sions” 

Briefly, Gemmology is the scientific study of gem material and is becoming an ever- 
increasing necessity for the jewellery trade but also for us lapidarist. A basic under-
standing of mineralogy and gemmology while not purely essential is a great help  
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Robilt Lapidary Supplies 
167 Endeavour Drive, North Cranbourne 3977 

P.O. Box 179 Doveton, Victoria 3177 

Ph: (03) 5996 0750     Fax: (03) 5995 7505     Mob: 0414 469 203 

ABN 37 856 874 788 

Email: robiltlapidary@gmail.com  

Manufacturers of Lapidary Machines for over 45 years 

Tumblers – Trimsaws – Slabsaws – Grinders - Polishers 

Vibro Laps – Flat Laps – Faceting & Combination Machines 

Superb Rhodochrosite 
when you find or buy minerals and gem materials. 

On a side note, you will come across two spellings for Gemmology, Gemmology and 
Gemology, both are correct as the Americans spell it with one m.  

The Loupe  

One basic tool but extremely important that you should never be without when 
looking at mineral and gem material is a Hand Lens / Jewellers Loupe / Loupe 
(loupe). Although there are a number of magnifications and sizes out there it is rec-
ommended that a 10x (10 times magnification) is best especially for gemmology - as 
the greater the magnification the shorter the working distance.  

For example, a 10x loupe has a working distance of around 2.5cm (distance from the 
object), whereas a 20x loupe has a working distance of around 1.25cm. As you can 
see the higher the magnification the closer the item has to be to the loupe to be in 
focus. 

 A diameter of 21 mm is a good size, but you can go larger or smaller if you wish. 
Some come with their own light source. 

Before you rush out and by a loupe though, you need to make sure you get one that 
has been corrected for distortion due to dispersion (colour fringing of the image 
edge - achromatic) and refraction (spherical distortion - aplanic) of light as it passes 
through the glass lenses, a loupe that is corrected for both these aberration is called 

Continued on page 15  

mailto:robiltlapidary@gmail.com
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For 50 years we have been manufacturing and supplying quality base metal Findings and Mountings 

to Lapidary and Craft enthusiasts. 

  Shop online for a large range of: 

  Findings 

  Chains – Neck chains and Bulk chain 

  Mountings: Rings, Pendants, Brooches, Bracelets etc. 

  Snap –TiteTM Settings – Sterling Silver and Gold Filled 

  Discounted and close-out Specials 

www.australianlapidarysupplies.com.au 

Phone: 02 95318922  Email: sales@australianlapidarysupplies.com.au  

Discount for Lapidary Clubs and Members  

Simply order online and type in coupon code:  lapidary at checkout. 

 

Stibnite 
Sb2 S3 
Specimen Locality: Ichinokawa Mine, Saijo, Shikoku, Japan 202mm/31mm/ 
22mm   
Crystal System: Orthorhombic 

http://www.australianlapidarysupplies.com.au
mailto:sales@australianlapidarysupplies.com.au
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https://www.gemcuts.com.au/ 

https://www.gemcuts.com.au/
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 apochromatic loupe.  

The tipple lens is the best and a must for gemmology, but you can get by for gen-
eral viewing with a doublet lens which are cheaper, provided it has been corrected 
for the aberrations discussed. 

You can check your loupe by looking at a piece of black and white graph paper it 
should look some like this: 

 

 

There are two basic ways to hold your loupe: 

1. hold the outer casing between the index finger and your thumb, bring the 
loupe up to your eye or glasses (it’s up to you which hand or eye you use), allowing 
the back of your  thumb  to rest against the side of your nose keep the loupe 
steady. Your remaining fingers should be parallel and below the index finger. 

2.  I prefer this method, passing your index finger finger though the cover of 
the loupe bring the loupe up to your eye or glasses and rest  your thumb against 
your cheek. Your remaining fingers should be 
parallel and below the index finger. I think this 
method give you more room and allows better 
control to help stabilise the tweezers or stone 
holder with the other fingers while using the 
other hand that is holding the tweezers / stone 
holder to move the stone into and out of focus. 
Thus, allowing you to look from the near sur-
face and move though the stone to the far sur-
face (assuming you have a transparent or semi-
transparent specimen that is). 

It is important to remember to always keep the loupe up to your eye or glasses 

and bring the specimen up to the loupe or bend down towards the specimen if it 

is too big to handle. 
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EVENTS 
General information on which events are going ahead and which 
have been cancelled, can be found on the following link: 
https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/events/  
 

  

 12-14 April 2024 Reliance Bank Royal Bathurst Show, lapidary section. 

 5 May 2024 Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc – Open Day 51 Meadow Street, 

Tarrawanna 

 18-19 May 24 Lismore Gemfest Lismore Showgrounds, 116 Alexandra 

Rd, Lismore 

 25-26 May 24 Canberra Winter Gemcraft & Mineral Show Mallee Pavilion 

EPIC Canberra Showgrounds ACT. Norm-0407 718 347, nmena-

due@optusnet.com.au 

 13-14 July 2024, 44th Annual Gem Show & Exhibition, Campbelltown 

and Districts Lapidary Club, Greg Percival Centre, Ingleburn 

 21 July 2024 Christmas in July “Open Day” – Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc, 

51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna 

 28-29 September 2024 State Gem and Mineral Show—(Gemkarna Com-

petition),  Hawkesbury Agricultural Showground 

 11-12 October 2024, Gem & Craft Show, Inverell & District Lapidary Club 

Inc 

 2-3 November 2024 Jewellery Gems and Minerals Festival – Illawarra 

Lapidary Club Inc. – 62nd Anniversary, At Heininger Hall, Ribbonwood 

Centre, 109 Princes Hwy, Dapto.  https://

www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au  

 2-3 November 2024 Canberra Spring Gemcraft & Mineral Show, Exhibi-

tion Park (EPIC) – Mallee Pavilion, Norm-0407 718 347, nmena-

due@optusnet.com.au  

 8-10 November 2024 Club Exhibition 2024, Parramatta-Holroyd Lapidary 

Club. 

https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/events/
mailto:nmenadue@optusnet.com.au
mailto:nmenadue@optusnet.com.au
https://www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au/
https://www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au/
mailto:nmenadue@optusnet.com.au
mailto:nmenadue@optusnet.com.au

